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In today@ ABlobd VillageOthe community of Straight Egyptian breeders and
enthusastsistruly internationd. Thanks to magazines, books written by
eminent breeders, comparatively cheap trave, and more recently the internet
breeders have agreater knowledge and understanding of the activities and
accomplishments of their peersthan ever before. The effect of thisis a greater
flow of information, images and opinions than has ever been possble before.
The horses of avery successful breeder in one country are very likdy to be
known of and appreciated by quite alarge percentage of breeders around the
world. Itisof course not only information that travels from one country or
region to another but aso horses themsalves as breedersimport, export and
sometimes exchange breeding stock as each triesto lreed thar ided horse.

As areaut of thisdmos constant series of exchanges of ideas and opinions
thereisnow (or at least seemsto be) agreat ded of consensus anongst
breeders as to what a Sraight Egyptian Arabian should look like so that
regardiess of origin, one finds breeders appreciating and breeding essentidly
very amilar horses. Regardiess of where it was barn an exceptiond horseis
very likdy to have aworld-widefan dub! Thisisavery different Stuation
from two or three decades ago when the mgority of breeders had littleidea
of what was happening outsde of their own locde.

One other area of consenausisthat onefinds that breeders around the world
admire and dedre essentidly the same bloodines. There are a handful of
femdelines which seem to be particularly sought after whilst the gre line of
Saklawi | through descendants of Nazeer is dmost completdy dominant. One
benefit of this consensus of opnion and purposeis that there are and have
been some stunningly beautiful horses being bred around the world and in
many respects we seemto beinthe midst of agolden age of Straght Egyptian
breeding. Each generation seeming to surpass the previous onein beauty and

type.



The speed with which popular consensus can affect the breeding choices
made and thus the population of SE@ as awholein the modern inter-
connected Arabian horse world could not be more strikingly illustrated than
by the case of Ansata Hadim Shah. A mere Sxteen years after histwo-year
lease in Germany, the mgjority of Straight Egyptiansin Europe are his
descendants. A quite remarkable degree of influence achieved in only afew
generations.

Of course there have been extremdy sgnificant horses throughout the last
hundred years or so whose influence has rippled through the breed as a
whole. The change has been that thanks to vastly improved communications
and transport the ripples travd very much faster and further nowadays than
was the casein the past.

The consensus of opinion and purpose mentioned influences breeders bath
conscioudy and unconscioudy when making breeding decisons and
progressing their individua breeding programs. As a rule breeders don®
davisily copy one ancther but it impossble not to ke influenced to some
degree by the actions and successes of ones peers, especidly given the
degree of discussion, debate and interaction between today( breedersin all
corners of the globe.

To date the effect the net effect of thisinformd and quite possbly unconscious
consensus between breeders on bloodlines, influentid horses and broad
aspirations has been an unpardlded progresson in breeding beautiful horses
with each breeder benefiting from the efforts and contributions made by bath
earlier generations and their peersin away that has only been possble during the
last twenty to thirty yearsin an internationa context. As aresult onefindslike-
minded breeders prafiting from the experiences of othersin what has become a
globd community of breeders and enthudasts. Internationd shows, modern
telecommunications and the ease of modern travel and transport have made
possble an exchange of ideas, ideds and horses that our predecessors could
only have dreamed abaut.

Given that we have beautiful, impeccably bred horses, a broad agreement
amongst breeders aming for essentidly the same gods, comparatively easy



transport and communication to anywhere in the world, is the smooth
progress of recent yearslikely to bemantained for the foreseeable future?

Thismay depend on how far into the future one wishes to look or project
today@ breeding trends. In the short term the concentration on particuar
bloodines will probably result in continued progress though perhaps quite not
SO dramatic asin the past. Those who have come to the Straight Egyptian
Arabian most recently have quite naturdly tended to go for those bloodines
which are popular and widely regarded thus tending to increase the
dependence of breeders on these lines overdl. Whilst each individud breeder
may be Qloing their own thingOes they seeit, the overal effect in recent years
has been one of very many (quite possibly the majority of) breeders
essentidly trying to achieve the same QookOwith more or less the same
bloodines. As stated earlier, thisisin part what created the horses we have
today, however there comes a time when every breeding program needs at
least alittle new blood usudly in the form of an out-cross. If (and thisis quite
a big GfQ) one projects the current trends forward then given the concentration
of breeders on just afew bloodines then one wonders where one will find a
suitable out-cross two or three generations down theline. In aworld where
QveryoneQis breeding the same thing, who if anyoneis breeding the reguired
out-cross assuming of course that every breeding program does eventudly
require the addtion of some outsde blood. Will a generation or twos
separation in breeding be suffident as an ut-crossOto dlow today@
breeding trends to be maintained into the future. It is certain that combining
the blood d digtant rdativesfrom different parts of the world has been a

mg or contributory factor in produang the horses we see today, will it be
possble to go on re-combining these linesin new ways to maintain and
deveop today( breeding programsfor the foreseeable future or will we reach
a pant of no return and work ever harder just to keep at the same leve?

Of courseitis perfectly possble that the apparent uniformity one seesfrom
watching shows, reading magazines etc doesn@redly exist and that thereis
far more diveraty amongst breeding programs world-wide than is obvious
from dtuations where it is the common ground and instantly recognisable
names that get the attention. If so then thereisno prokdem; ether potentid or
otherwise.



These days at least theoreticaly any breeder can sdect any sdlion anywhere
in the world for thar mares. Given thistheoreticdly limitless choice and a
bewildering array of posshilities perhaps we breeders behave like any other
consumers and choose recognisable (orand namesOthat we are contortable
and familiar with. In dang so dces the scde of choice that we paentidly have
mean that whereas our forebears were limited to those Sres that were
avalablelocaly. And so created a Stuation of loca uniformity but with globd
diversty which has greatly benefited later generations of breeders. We on the
other hand may be in the process of creating something approaching globd
uniformity with perhaps pockets of locd diveraty and will these pockets of
divergty be suffident to mantain as wide a gene pod asin the past?

Bred with care and congderation the Egyptian Arabian is remarkably redstant
to inbreeding, indeed many of today@ top horses are the result of careful line-
breeding over many generations. In asense dl that is happening today is a
continuation and possbly an extengon of what haslong been congdered to
begood lreeding practise. Each of us strivesto lreed the best passblefod
from each of our mares, using the GestO(in terms of those we bdieve to be
the most suitable) Sres available to us. The difference today isthat we pretty
much agree on who the (hestOsires are and those Sres (or their sons) are
very much more avalable to us than ever before! However for those who
don®wish to line-breed then it may be that as the available bloodines
become more uniform, finding a suitable crossfor ones mares (never an easy
task!) will become increasngly difficult with each generation.

This apparently generd pre-occupation with just afew bloodines and horses,
could of course be less evident n the groundOthan it appears to be when
horses and breeding are discussed in the Arabian horse media. After dl one
only gets a glimpse or animpresson of what is happening from articles and
written discussons and understandably the horses and breeding programs that
are subjected to the most interest and debate are those that are the most
widely known. It does however seem to me that thereis more Gashion
consciousnessOand | ess congistency in breeding programs and philosophiesin
generd than was the case in the past. After dl being Qvel-bredOisn®
necessarily the same as having a pedigree that is chock full of famous names,



paticularly if those famous ancestors were dl radicdly different in phenotype
from one another. To concentrate entirdy on horses being wel-known
without regard to thar qualities and fallingsis to end up with stock that may
look good an paper but will sadly disappant in the flesh.

The genetic diversty we the present generation of breeders have inherited
from our predecessorsis a precious gift which we should try where possble
to mantan. Though this should not be dane at the expense of qudity. As
without qudity even the most stellar pedigreeismerely a piece of paper with
some names written on it! Thereislittle future in breeding from a poor qudity
animd amply to maintain a bloodinefor another generation. No matter how
illustrious that anima @ ancestors may have been. Anyone wishing to breed
outdde of the most popular bloodinesislikely to find that it will become much
more dfficut to find Sresto lreed to o horsesto add to thar breeding
programs as time goes by. It could dso be the case that such breeding
programs may be the ones that others may in the future look to for an out-
cross. Thiswould in a sense be a GCatch-220stuation where the possible
out-cross to keep the mainstream of breeding viable could come from a
breeding program whose future viahility isitself uncertain.

It has often been stated that the mark of a successful breeding programisthe
condstency in type and appearance of the horses produced. Dueinlarge
measure to the care taken in the choice of matings and in the sdection of
breeding stock over severd generations. Such programs however seemto be
fewer in number these days, perhapsin today@fast paced world, the patience
and long term viewpoint required are themselves becoming rarities.

There has of course dways been hype and promotion around horses, which
the experienced lreeder will overlook infavour of the horses themsdves. Itis
perhaps up to those with awedth of experience and knowledge to guide and
nurture the newcomers and less experienced in order that future generations
of breedersmay continue to kuild upon the achievements of thar
predecessors.

| asked some prominent breedersfor their thoughts on the present and future
of the Straight Egyptian Arabian, and abaut any differences they perceivedin



breeding philosophies Thear thoughts are below:-

Marion Richmond P Simeon Stud Australia
| have been asked if Sraight Egyptian Breeders are tryingto breed a
diminished gene pod. For what purpaose are the results of this?

Observing the European and Anerican SEBreeders, thar philosophies
seem quite different. European breeders are very pedigree orientated.
An example, | had puichased ahorse, sight unsen, a bg mistake, and
guaranteed to bea aertain qudity by a very high profile dealer. When
the horse arrived in Audralial realised it had nd been thetype of
anmal to fit into Smeon Sud® program The horse was sold to Europe
and puchased by a lreeder who had gen theanmal. | asked why he
would buwy such a hase Bthe ansver wasba wondeful pedigree.

One stallion has had animpad on EuropeandtheMidde Eag and
almog all anmals bred in thelast decade have at least onecrossto this
stallion. As aresult BDthereis severe pigment loss, major leg ard feet
problems, the horses are becomng smaller andlosing novement Ba big
wrong.

In the USA, dueto the excellent marketing o certain farms, onefamily
of horses have been very over used. As aresult the Americans have bred
a good &tand up hoseOwith arefined neck andtied in a the dbows
andwide when travelling from behind Dagan the superb Arabian
movement has been lost.

Inthe USA | have been told D This family isto beshown at the
CEgyptian EventOandthey win amog every class. For performance
they will absolutely use other bloodines and do noseem to think thisis
a tragedy.

At Simeon Sud, for ailmog fifty years| have been seeking to incorporate
new Sraight Egyptian doodinesBUT | will nat compromise on lines
that carry badfeet and kgs, lack movement, and have temperament
problems P These good pants are what makes the good S.EArabians



the best in theworld.

Lorraine Bond, Chaswyck Stud Australia:-

In Audralia todaywe now have quite a vas chaice of straight bloodines
to choo® from, with all the new imports etc. but mos peopletend to use
the proven andmore successful ones. We have imported a muge
ourselves from Europeto expand ourbloodines and aelooking
forward to the resulting foals expected this coming season.

It hascrossed my mind as to the limited gene pod, bu | nowtend to
think it isto our advantageat the present time and easuing years, rather
than breeding to too many different origins with the result bang
diverse.

Obvioudy ore hasto bevery patient when breeding straights and| think
it is up to the present breedersto try and @lucate any newcomers, dd
and nev to thewondeful possibilities, rewardsand artiquities of the
beautiful straight egyptian.

| think the breeding phlosophes are more similar than diferent.
Obvioudy if we all breed the same way andignare certain linesthan
only goes to show that these certain lines will be lost. | think as a whole
the straight egyptian Arabianis progressing and vill continue to do ®.
Who knows how long this can be maintained, | dorit think we will live
longenoughto e the overall outcome, maybe some of the younge
ones will if we can aducate them enoughto gsay with it.



Willi Poth :- ClassicEgyptian Arabians,France

| believe, the gene pod is already so small, that to widen it with thelines
we have, is nearly impossible,. It mug be the undestanding o the
serious breeders, to slect very stronglines andindviduds to have the
charnce to continuea lreeding programwhich is able to survive for some
more generations . For me, thereis alarge spectrum of philosophies and
they are very different, dgpendng onthe use and ams of the breeder.

We are in this "world" now for aimos 35 years and we had dways up
and davnsand d@ending onthe market, some lines has been "made'’
by marketing. For surein thelong run we will lose something dso
because of the change of interest of the breeders. Just recently | would
say, we can see a total change in dd sometimes well established
progranms. Maybe we all shoud bea kit more open-minded

I'm still travelling alot andjudgingin many different partsin the world.
Thetop hoises are better or let's say more extreme, therest ismogly as
It hasbeen since | canremember. For me, sorry to say so, welosing
more and nore the classic Arabian type, for along reck many people
gaingt crazy, they forget the bdance, hamonyand overall quality. One
thingisclear for me, the qudity of the pedigreesis naot asgood ast has
been in the seventies or even a@ghties, we now have a big mx up which
Is probaldy theworst part in ou SEbreeding.



In concdlusion it would seem that whilst the GuperstarOof the Straight
Egyptian world are more beautiful than ever before and there are some
breeders il concentrating on what might be termed the clasdc straight
egyptian (that is horseswith bath extreme type and riding horse qudities).
There are some underlying prodemsto be faced if the straight egyptian
Arabian isn®destined to become a glamorous poster idal rather than a
useable, beautiful and practicd riding horse. | have dways had animagein my
mind of the Sraght egyptian as being the Ferrari of the equestrian world. To
have the looks without the conformation and structure, is rather like owning
the supercar but not having alicense or the ahility to driveit!

One pdnt isthat particularly in Europe, Straight Egyptian breeders don®
seem to see thar horsesfrom a performance perspective as mounts to be
used and ridden. For example, | can count on one hand the Straight Egyptians
that are activdy competing under sadde herein the UK. Srangein a country
where there are very large numbers of Arabians of other bloodinesto be seen
at shows and events every weekend. If the riding qudlities of our Arabians are
ignored a overlooked, then of what practica vaue are horses that are merdy
pretty to look at. We are | believein danger of lodng the very things that
made straight egyptians so desrablein the past. In our collective quest for
ever more extreme type often at the expense of solid conformation and
structure. Glossy and admittedly stunning picturesin Arabian horse magazines
portray a dream world of exquigte horses staring intently into the middle
distance. Which breeders then try to re-create in red life, whilst ignoring the
fact that horses are meant to be riding partners and athletes rather than
pampered Quper mode sOto be admired and vaued only on the bas's of their

photographic images.



Thisisof course al amatter of belief and onion, based an projecting
today(@ trendsinto the future and assuming that breeders continue along the
same paths more or less unchanged. What will actudly happen no-one can
know for sure, we can only surmise (based an our own experiences and
observations) what the future may hold for the Straight Egyptian Arabian
horse. Hopefuly the future will be as bright as the past and preferably even
brighter! Particularly if the breeders of today and tomorrow are willing to
learn from and embrace the experience and knowledge of those who have
gone before.



